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Komati

Great Usutu

Mvoti

Buffels

Buffels

Mfolozi

Touws

Ga
mk

a

Klein-brak

X32B

X13K

X2
3C

X14D

X14F

C8
3J

Oli
fan

ts

Olifants

Olifants

Brak

Zebediela

Groot-Letaba

Olifants

Vaal

Vaal

Vaal

Vaal

Ha
rts

Vaal

boogspruit

Riet

Vaal

Virginia

Sand

Sand

Vet

Vals

Modder

Ha
rts

H60E

GaMasemola

Loch Athlone

Shingwidzi

V60C

X22B

X22G

X31F
X31C

H80F

T40E

X

T

DURBAN

JOHANNESBURG

CAPE TOWN

PRETORIA

PORT ELIZ ABETH

Welkom

BLOEMFONTEIN

eMalahleni
(Witbank)

Vereniging

Mogoto

EAST LONDON

KIMBERLEY

Vand erbylpark

Newcastle

Erm elo

Upington

Lad ys m ith

POLOKWANE

De Aar

Bethlehem

Taung

Maseru

Worcester

Kroons tad

Vryheid

Rus tenburg
MBOMBELA
(Nels pruit)

Estcourt

Mid d elburg

Vryburg

Secund a

Potchefs troom

Beaufort West

Kurum an

Oud ts hoorn

Phalaborwa

Sald anha

Harris m ith

Lephalale
(Ellis ras)

Mokopane
(Potgieters rus)

Morokweng

Mod im olle
(Nylstroom )

Richard s bay

Postm asburg

Bela Bela
(Warm bad )

Louis Trichard t
(Makhad o)

Vaal

Gariep

Lake St. Lucia

Bloemhof

Vanderkloof

Katse

Massingir

Pongolapoort

Sterkfontein

Heyshope

Lake Sibayi

Darlington

Corumana

Erfenis

Kalkfontein

Spitskop

Loskop

Theewaterskloof

KuHlange

Woodstock

Beervlei

Xonxa

Tzaneen

Umtata

Ncora

Albert Falls

Allemanskraal

Midmar

Brandvlei

Voelvlei

Lubisi

Smartt Syndicate

Klipvoor

Ntshingwayo

Kwena

Koppies

Spioenkop

Krugersdrift

Vaalkop

Zaaihoek

Fairview

Hartbeespoort

Barberspan

Knysna
Lagoon

Grassridge

Witbank

Welbedacht

Jericho

Mokolo

Soetendalsvlei

Swartvlei

Kouga

Inanda

Richards Bay

Vaal Barrage

Westoe

Goedertrou
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The National Water Act (Act 36 of 1998) requires the progressive development of a National Water Resource Strategy (NWRS), which
provides the framework for the protection, use, development, conservation, management and control of water resources for the country as
a whole. Further, the NWRS provides the framework within which water will be managed at regional or catchment level, within defined
Water Management Areas.
The purpose of this map is to give a representation of the amended Water Management Areas (WMA's) of the Republic of South Africa
[See Government Gazette No 35517 (20 July 2012)], in relation to the drainage region boundaries. Details of these amendmends are
given in the above mentioned Gazette. Main rivers, dams and towns are also represented in the map.
This map was initiated by the Directorate Institutional Oversight, Department of Water & Sanitation (DWS).
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WATER

MANAGEMENT AREA MAJOR RIVERS BOUNDARY  DESCRIPTION

1 LIMPOPO Limpopo, Matlabas, Mokolo,
Lephalala, Mogalakwena,
Sand, Nzhele, Mutale and Luvuvhu

Primary drainage region A

2 OLIFANTS Elands, Wilge, Steelpoort,
Olifants and Letaba

Primary drainage region B

4 PONGOLA - MTAMVUNA Pongola, Mhlatuze, Mfolozi, Mkuze,
Thukela, Mvoti, Umgeni, Umkomazi,
Umzimkulu and Mtamvuna

5 VAAL Wilge, Liebenbergsvlei, Mooi,
Renoster, Vals, Sand, Vet, Harts,
Molopo and Vaal

Tertiary drainage regions C11 to C13, C21 to C25, C31 to C33, C41 to C43, C60, C70 and C81 to
C83, C91, C92 (excluding the Lower portions of quaternary catchments C92B and C92C), D41
and portions of quaternary catchments D42C, D42D, D73A, D73B, D73C, D73D and D73E.
The western boundary runs from the border between South Africa and Botswana along the
boundary of the Kalahari East Water User Association (WUA). It follows The boundary of the
mentioned WUA in a westerly direction to a point, west of the Langberge, 19 kilometres west of
Beeshoek, near Postmasburg.
The Water Management Area boundary then runs South East to meet the watershed between
quaternary catchment D73A and D73B. The boundary then follows this watershed and that
between D73A and D71B, until it meets the boundary of the Hay district. It follows this boundary
until it meets the watershed  between D71B and C92C.
The Water Management Area boundary continues along this watershed until it meets the
boundary of the Orange Vaal Water User Association. It continues south-easterly on this
boundary until it meets the watershed between C92B and C51M where it follows this watershed
and that between C92B and C51L. Thereafter it follows the watershed between C51L and C91E.
It continues on this watershed until it reaches the farm boundary of Wolwe Dam 87. The Water
Management Area boundary then follows the mentioned farm boundary up to the farm boundary
of Vaalboschhoek 85.
It then follows successive farm boundaries as they meet, progressively moving in a westerly
direction, namely: Weltevrede 117, Vaalpan 118, Koppiesdam 119, Spijt Fontein 122,
Kareebosch 130, Osfontein 121, Benaauheidsfontein 442, Olifantskop 196, Sussana 197, and
Olifantsdam 170.
The Water Management Area boundary then follows the eastern boundary of Olifantsdam 170 in
a northerly direction to include the farm Olifantsrug 293 until it meets the watershed between
C91E and C52L.
Hereafter, the Water Management Area boundary follows the boundaries of the drainage regions
as metioned initially in this description.

6 ORANGE Modder, Riet, Caledon, Kraai,
Ongers, Hartbees and Orange

Tertiary drainage regions C51 (excluding a portion of quaternary catchment C51L), C52
(excluding a small portion of quaternary catchment C52L), D12 to D14, the portions of D15 and
D18 that falls within the boundary of the RSA, D21, the portion of D23 that falls within the
boundary of the RSA, D24 (excluding the portion of quaternary catchment D24A that falls in
Lesotho), D31 to D35;
Tertiary drainage region D42 (excluding portions of quaternary catchments D42C and D42D), D51
to D58, D61, D62, D71 to D73 (excluding portions of quaternary catchments D73A, D73B, D73C,
D73D and D73E), D81, D82.
In the area of the confluence of the Vaal and Orange River the Water Management Area
boundary follows the boundary of the Orange Vaal Water User Association until it meets the
boundary of Water Mangement Area 5. Hence, the lower portions of quaternary catchments C92B
and C92C are included in this Water Management Area.
Primary drainage region F (excluding quaternary catchments F50D, F60B, F60C, F60D and
F60E).

3 INKOMATI - USUTHU Nwanedzi, Sabie, Crocodile (East),
Komati and Usuthu

8 BREEDE – GOURITZ Breede, Sonderend, Sout, Bot,
Palmiet, Gouritz, Olifants,
Kamanassie, Gamka, Buffels,
Touws, Goukou and Duiwenshoks.

Primary drainage region H and J; Tertiary drainage G40 (excluding quaternary catchment G40A)
and G50; Tertiary drainage regions K10 to K70

9 BERG - OLIFANTS Berg, Diep, Steenbras, Olifants,
Doorn, Krom, Sand and Sout

Tertiary drainage regions G10 to G30 and quaternary catchment  G40A; Primary drainage region
E and tertiary drainage regions F60 (excluding quaternary catchment  F60A) and including
quaternary catchment F50D

7 MZ IMVUBU - TSITSIKAMMA Mzimvubu, Mtata, Mbashe, Buffalo,
Nahoon, Groot Kei, Keiskamma,
Fish, Kowie, Boesmans, Sundays,
Gamtoos, Kromme, Groot
and Tsitsikamma

Primary drainage regions P, Q, R, S, L, M and N; Tertiary drainage regions T11 to T13, T20, T31
to T36, T60, T70, T80, T90, K80 and K90

Primary drainage region X and the portions of tertiary drainage regions W51 to W56 falling within
the boundary of the RSA

Tertiary drainage regions W11 to W13, W31 to W32,  W41, W45, and the portions of W42, W43,
W44 and W57 falling within the boundary of the RSA; Primary drainage regions V and U; Tertiary
drainage Regions T40, T51 and T52
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